




For Portal Frame Designs, Headers must beg ,
relocated from over the opening, to the top
of the wall (at the Top Plate).

For Portal Frame
D i H dDesigns, Headers
must extend past
the opening to the
prescribed height

Splices must be in designated locations for portal frame designs.

All Criteria
b “ i ti l ”

p g
in Section 602.10

must be “prescriptively”



Braced Wall Panels 
m st be designated on B ilding Plansmust be designated on Building Plans.

2006 VRC 602.10.2



Braced Wall Line #1 Braced Wall Line #A

Intermediate GB   53 “
Braced Wall Line #B

53
(Gypsum Board) Panel

(2)Continuous  CS‐WSP   48”

Braced Wall Line #2

Intermediate  WSP  48” 
(Wood Structural Panel)Braced  Wall Line #3

Sample Floor Plan withp
Identified Braced Wall
Lines and Panels



Permit Issuance ChangesPermit Issuance Changes

F ll it i d t ti MFor all permits issued starting May 1, 2009
(new houses, additions, and alterations):

(2) Copies of Plans will be required to be:( ) p f q

S ubm i t t e d And App r o v ed ,Subm i t t e d And App r o v ed ,

P i T P i t IP r i o r To Pe rm i t I s s u an c e .



Inspections Required

Prior to concealment(s), fasteners within ALL 
“Designated” Braced Wall Panels Mandate inspection   “Designated” Braced Wall Panels Mandate inspection.  

(This includes both  exterior and interior panels (This includes both, exterior and interior panels 
that are identified and/or designated on the plans)



Additional ResourcesAdditional Resources
If you desire additional information on wall
bracing a power point is present for downloadbracing, a power point is present for download
at the following website www.vbcoa.org. The
entire 2006 VA USBC is also available at thisentire 2006 VA USBC is also available at this
site for downloading.

N t   If   h       f th   6 I t ti l Note:  If you have a copy of the 2006 International 
Residential Code, Section 602.10 is  Invalid!!    

This entire section (and other sections as amended in the 
2006 VA USBC) are to be compliant with the Virginia ) p g
Technical Amendments that are present in the 2006 VA 
USBC (also known as the 2006 Virginia Construction Code).


